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OLD ENGLISH SPORTING PRINTS 
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TROUT FISHING 

"Pipes, mugs, the chimney-piece well grac'd- 
In rows the fishing-rods hung o'er; 
On each side otter-skins were placed— 
Rap! Rap! Cries Dame— 
'Who's at the door?' 
Some jolly anglers loudly they bawl, 
T'enjoy the pastime of Trout-hall." 
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GROUSE SHOOTING IN THE EARLY 
XIX CENTURY 

In this picture the old time grouse-shooter is seen 
on horseback and shooting at the birds from his 
mount, which would be a rare sight nowadays, 
when birds are driven. When grouse were taken 
in nets, the proprietor of the terrain took the field 
in good style, being accompanied by a servant to hold 
his horse when he dismounted, and two mounted 
keepers in their green plush jackets and gold laced 
hats. 
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DOG SPRINGING PHEASANT 

The dog in the act of springing a pheasant is a 
Spaniel or Springer. This is a breed for which 
England long has been celebrated. A sporting 
authority of about 1840 states that it was brought 
to the highest perfection by the late Lord Middle- 
ton, of Wollaton Hall, Notts. But the original name, 
Hispaniolus, or Spaniel, implies that to Spain the 
English were first indebted for it. 
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GREYHOUND AND HARE 

Coursing is an ancient sport. Arrian, as far back 
as the year 1 5o of the Christian era, wrote a treatise 
on it, from which the curious may learn that it was 
followed much in the same way then as now. Arrian 
was fair to the hare, insisting that she have her start 
and be given time to recover her presence of mind 
after creeping from her form. He adds, with zest, 
that "if she be a racer, she will prick her ears and 
bound away from her seat with long strides; 1 ' and 
he describes with enthusiasm the excitement when 
the greyhounds stretch out at full speed after her. 
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STAG HOUND 

On shoulders clean upright and firm he stands; 
His round cat foot, straight hams and wide spread 

thighs, 
And his low-dropping chest, confess his speed, 
His strength, his wind, or on the steepy hill, 
Or far extended plain; in every part 
So well proportion^, that the skill 
Of Phidias himself can't blame thy choice. 
Of such compose thy pack. 
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THE HUNTER 

Duncombe, the centre of the picture that accom- 
panies this article, is a good model of the hunter 
nearly thoroughbred ; whilst the servant is mounted 
upon a showy figure of the third-part bred hunter. 
In Duncombe is discovered a broad and substantial 
loin, with the muscular swell in the shoulder and 
quarter, and solid substance of the thigh and fore- 
arm, which indicate a well-bred horse in good hunt- 
ing condition. 
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FOX-HOUNDS 

Into the question of hounds and their breeding 
" Sentinel" enters very practically, if not exhaust- 
ively, in his book, "Hounds: their Breed and Ken- 
nel Management. " In his opinion the fox-hound 
of the present day has very nearly, but not quite, 
attained perfection. He points out that there is a 
far larger proportion of well-bred hounds in most 
kennels than formerly; but, of course, no critic, no 
matter what fancies or prejudices he cherished, could 
escape the overwhelming supremacy of Belvoir 
among modern kennels. Five direct generations of 
the Belvoir hounds, namely, Gambler 1884, Nomi- 
nal 1888, Watchman 1892, Dexter 1895, and Day- 
star 1903, can be taken as the strongest line of fox- 
hound blood in the world. 
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THE CHECK 
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THE BROOK 
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THE ENGLISH HACKNEY 

The natural paces of the horse are walk, trot, canter, 
and gallop; and in England the artificial paces of 
Padding and Racking have long since been out of 
use ; yet cantering is in England almost an artificial 
pace, road horses being so universally accustomed 
to the trot, that few will canter handsomely and 
steadily. (This, it should be recalled, applies to the 
English hackney of about i83o.) The reverse of this 
is actually the case in other countries, where horses 
from disuse of the trot in work, almost forget that 
natural pace. 



